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have been a hemispheric structure like those at Sanchi and Bharhut
and not less than sixty feet in height. The lower portion, which
alone has survived, was built in the form of a wheel with hub,
spokes and tyre built in brickwork, a kind of plan not found in
northern India. Another interesting feature of this and some other
stupas of this area was a rectangular platform at each of the car-
dinal points projecting from the terrace round its base. Each of
these platforms had a cornice slab of stone and supported a group
of five stone pillars some twenty feet in height. The Buddha relic
of the stupa is now enshrined in the Mahabodhi Society's new
Vihara at Sarnath. In Stupa No. 6, which was constructed on the
same plan as the Great Stupa, were found, besides a bone relic and
the usual jewels, two small medallions of thin gold embossed with
the heads of a male and female figure in Greek style, presumably
intended to represent portraits of the ruling king and the princess
Chantisiri. (There was at that time a large trade between Rome
and Southern India carried on by Greeks from Alexandria.) A
cornice stone found in this stupa bears interesting reliefs portraying
the conversion of a Brahmanical king to Buddhism.

One of the two apsidal temples brought to light on a separate
hill to the east of the Great Stupa had incised on its floor a long
inscription recording the fact that the temple had been dedicated
to the fraternities of Ceylonese monks who had converted such
distant countries as Kashmir, Gandhara, China, etc. This inscrip-
tion also refers to the hill on which the temple has been founded
as Siripavata, where, according to a Tibetan tradition, Nagarjuna,
the founder of the Mahayana system of Buddhism, had spent the
latter part of his life. This circumstance is probably responsible
for the present name of the site. The inscriptions found on this
site have been very ably dealt with by Dr. Vogel in the Epigraphia
Indica, Vol. XX, Pt. I, January, 1929.